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Mission
Å The Natural Resources Commission (NRC) asked the Playing Fields Task Force 

(PFTF) to investigate the possibility of adding additional and improving existing 

lighting equipment at playing fields in Town.

Å The PFTF has placed a high priority on this initiative, given its ability to allow for 

greater active play for Town residents ðespecially youth ðand strengthen our sense 

of community at evening games and events.

Å The PFTF will issue a report to the NRC and any other relevant stakeholders, 

which will include an actionable recommendation for the Commission to consider. 

Å As such, the PFTF is appointing a Lights Subcommittee to act as fact-finders and 

investigators of potential paths forward. In regular consultation with the PFTF, the 

Subcommittee will draft a holistic report.
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Questions ToBe Answered

Å Scope: On which playing fields do the benefits of installing new lightsor improving 

existing lighting outweigh the costs?

Å Type of Lights: What light fixtures would be recommended? How many and where? 

Å Improvement to the Fields:What ground-level improvements would be needed?

Å Abutter Concerns:What are the abutters concerns? How can those concerns be mitigated?

Å Financial Impacts and Fundraising:What are the costs? How would it be funded?

Å Permits and Approvals:What permits and approvals would be needed?

Å Terms of Use:What would the terms of use be? How would these terms be codified? How 

would they be enforced?
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Considerations

ÅAbutter concerns 

ÅEnvironmental Impacts, including

ÅCarbon emissions

ÅDark Sky Compliance, utilizing external expertise via consultant 
Bob Parks

ÅSound

ÅIntensity of use and maintenance of fields

ÅTraffic
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Summary of Needs
Å Enormous Growth in Recreational Sports Teams 

Å 26% since 2014, 3,700% since 1969. In 2019 there are 253 fall teams and 270 spring teams

Å Only includes public school and no-cut recreational town teams, not for-profit club teams

Å Unmet Need

Å Many high school students stop playing after not making the highly competitive High School 
teams but express a desire to continue at a recreational level

Å Based on number of teams, Wellesley is 8-12 fields short

Å Because of this shortage, there are very few recreational / no-cut programs for high school 
aged kids offered for rectangular field sports in town 

Å Significant Cost to Wellesley residents

Å Wellesley youth programs spend more than $150,000 per year renting field space

Å Wellesley is one of very few towns in Massachusetts that cannot bring the community together 
outside on fields under lights for high school sports
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Summary of Needs - Details

Å3,700% Growth in Number of Sports Teams: Since 1969, the 

number of soccer, football, field hockey, and lacrosse teams using 

rectangular playing fields in Wellesley has increased by 3,700%, 

from 14 teams in 1969 to 523 teams in 2019 (253 teams in the fall 

and 270 in the spring), without any increase in the total number of 

available playing fields.

Å26% Growth in Last Five Years: Since 2014, the number of 

teams has increased by 26% and all youth programs anticipate 

substantial future growth.
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Summary of Needs (details continued)

Inclusive Wellesley Youth Sports Drive Field Demand

Å Wellesley youth sports are no-cut recreational programs that provide 
equal access to both boys and girls regardless of their athletic ability. 

Å If a boy or girl in elementary or middle school wants to play a sport they 
are offered a place on a team without the fear of being cut. 

Å This has resulted in 5,009 children playing on various recreational youth 
soccer, field hockey, football, and lacrosse teams. 

Å This demand means that youth recreational teams have a hard time 
finding fields to practice.

Å Inclusion is a core value of the town and is the primary driver of the 
growth of Wellesley youth sports and increased field demand.
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Summary of Needs (details continued)

Need for RecreationalSportsfor WHS Students

Å WHS sports teams are highly competitive and it is difficult to make the 

teams because there are only 411 roster spots on the eighteen WHS 

soccer, field hockey, football, and lacrosse teams. 

Å Hundreds of high school students who played sports in elementary and 

middle school no longer play recreational sports because that option is 

currently not available. 

Å The addition of lights at WHS Stadium could give high school students 

the opportunity to continue playing recreational sports past middle 

school.
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Summary of Needs (details continued)

ÅWellesley is 8-12 fields short of need indicated by our demand: 

ÅWellesley has 15 rectangular fields and 253 teams in the fall and 12 fields and 270 teams in the spring. 

ÅThe recommended number of fields to accommodate this many teams is 20-24.1

ÅOver $150,000 Spent Renting Fields Each Year: 

ÅWellesleyõs recreational, non-profit, no-cut youth sports teams spend more than $150,0002 per year to 

rent field space because there is not enough available space on town-owned fields.

ÅCommunity Building: 

ÅNo lights at WHS Stadium limits the ability for community building nighttime events, impacts WHSõs 
ability to host playoff games, and causes students to miss classes in certain instances.

ÅTraffic:

ÅLack of lights at WHS Stadium leads to lots of cross-town traffic from the high school to Sprague, 

exacerbating post-school traffic issues.
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1 The U.S. Soccer Federation recommends 20-24 fields to accommodate Wellesleyõs 253 teams in the fall and 270 teams in the spring.
2 Based on a survey of Wellesley youth programs undertaking in the summer of 2019



Review of Existing Fields
At the start of the project, the Subcommittee did a comprehensive review of all the 
playing fields in Wellesley and reached the following preliminary conclusions: 

Å Shortage of rectangular fields: Soccer, football, field hockey, and lacrosse play on 
rectangular fields. Wellesley has an acute shortage of rectangular fields with only 15 
fields available in the fall for 253teams and 12 fields in the spring for 523 teams. 

Å Adding lights to grass fields does not significantly increase capacity: Grass 
fields are often closed due to rain and snow, particularly in the spring. Additionally, 
Wellesley grass fields are already stressed from overuse during daylight hours.

Å Artificial turf can be used when wet and does not have the overuse concerns 
associated with grass: The Subcommittee focused its investigation on the merits 
of adding lights to the artificial turf fields at WHS Stadium and Sprague Field where 
usage can be maximized. 
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Review of Existing Fields: Sprague Turf Fields

In 2008, two artificial turf fields were installed at Sprague Fields. 

ÅAdvantages of Adding Lights to Sprague

ÅTwo turf fields that are highly sought after and are the backbone of youth sports  

Å Lighting both would add available playing time of 580 hours in the fall (123% increase)    

and 300 hours in the spring (40% increase).

ÅDisadvantages of Adding Lights to Sprague
ÅNo stadium or seating for fans and no public restroom facilities

ÅNo Track 

Å Limited Parking, Traffic Flow Issues

ÅNo existing electrical capacity or conduits, making a potential lights project more expensive
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Review of Existing Fields: WHS Stadium Field

In 2016, Wellesley renovated its 1938 Stadium

Å Advantages of Adding Lights to WHS Stadium

Å New artificial turf field (2016), state of the art track, stadium seating for 2,300

Å 318 parking spots available for spectators and participants at WHS

Å Location across the street from WHS allows students to safely walk to practices 

and games, reducing traffic across town to Sprague

Å Electrical capacity and conduits are already in place, making this the least 

expensive field to add lights

Å Disadvantages of Adding Lights to WHS Stadium

Å Abuttersõ concerns about potential noise, traffic, light spillage and glare
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Abutter Concerns

ÅThe Subcommittee solicited the input of abutters to Hunnewell Fields and WHS 

Stadium, invited them to PFTF meetings, Light Subcommittee meetings, provided 

them working drafts of the Lights Reports, and have conducted three public meetings 

to hear their concerns.

ÅAbutters who are both for and against adding lights to WHS Stadium attendedthe 

public meetings.

ÅConcerns include:

ÅPotential for Increased Noise

ÅPotential for Increased Traffic

ÅAfter Stadium lights, additional lights in the future at Hunnewell Fields Complex
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Abutter Concerns: Noise
In order to mitigatethe impactof noisefrom the WHS Stadium,the NRC andWHS Athletic Department,with

supportfrom thePlayingFieldsTaskForceandStadiumusergroupshavethefollowingproceduresin placealready:

Å On May10, 2018, NRC institutedasoundpolicy1 to governtheuseof soundat WHSStadiumin responseto

theinstallationof apermanentsoundsystemat theStadium.

Å Thepermanentsoundsystemfacesawayfrom SmithStreetandthespeakersweredesignedandinstalledat an

angulationthat directsthe soundto its intendedaudiencein the Stadiumand the soundis not allowedto

exceed85decibelsat thepropertyline.

Å Thesoundsystempolicyhasbeenin placesincethestartof the2018-2019schoolyear. It is allowedto beused

for gamesbut not practicesand is controlledand tightly monitoredby WHS. WHS AthleticsDepartment

drivesa golf cartaroundthepropertylineof theStadiumduringeacheventto measurethesoundlevelat the

propertyline.

Å WHSAthleticsensuresthatthemaximumvolumedoesnot exceedtheagreedupon85decibels.

Å WHSAthleticsstaffareon-siteduringStadiumeventsandcanbeappealedto in realtimeif thesoundlevelis

too high. Until thestartof thisSubcommitteeõsprocess,no complaintswerelodgedwith staffor theNRC.

Å Anysoundsystemshallonlybeusedfrom 9 amto 7 pm,unlessbyspecialpermitfrom theNRC.
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1 WHS Stadium Track and Field Sound System Policy

https://www.wellesleyma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10461/Sound-System-Use-Policy-for-Hunnewell-Track-and-Field-Facility2018FINAL


Abutter Concerns: Noise(continued)

Å During the 2018-19 school year, there were 102 sports

competitionsheldat the WHSStadiumincludingyouthandhigh

school

Å During the 2018-2019schoolyear,therewerefour regularseason

homefootballgamesandtwo post-seasongames,averageduration

2 hours,15minutes.

Å The installationof lightsat WHSStadiumwouldnot increasethe

numberof WHShomefootballgames.

Å However,severalabuttersexpressedconcernaboutthe increased

potentialfor nightlyeveningnoise,particularlythroughtheuseof

the Stadiumsoundsystem,on weeknights,andafterthe bedtimes

of smallchildren.
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To date,abuttercomplaintsaboutnoisehavebeenconfinedto the play-by-playat WHS VarsityFootball

Games,whicharegenerallyheldon Saturdayafternoons.

Team Existing Use of Sound System

Boys Varsity Soccer Games 30 minute warm-up music

Girls Varsity Soccer Games 30 minute warm-up music

Varsity Football Games Warm-up and game play-by-play 

Varsity Field Hockey Games30 minute warm-up music

Boys Varsity Lacrosse Games30 minute warm-up music

Girls Varsity Lacrosse Games30 minute warm-up music

Track& Field Raceand Event Announcements

Practices None

All Team Playoff Games Announcements



Abutter Concerns: Noise (continued)

Å Additional Recommendations to Mitigate Noise

Å NRC should establish and communicate to abutters a process for recording and 

submitting a complaint about possible violations of the Sound Policy.
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Abutter Concern: Traffic
Concern: Some abutters are concerned about increased traffic associated with adding lights at WHS 

Stadium. 

Wellesleyõs Police Department (WPD) supports lights at WHS Stadium and offers the following reasons 

that abutters concerns are misplaced: 

ÅNight practices and games, other than varsity football games, should not impact traffic for most 

night uses around WHS and the Stadium.

ÅWHS has had night games in the past with portable lights and WPD successfully managed the 

traffic. If night varsity football games became a regular event, WPDõs traffic plan will be in effect 

and even improved given the regularity of the event.Night games would also eliminate traffic issues 

associated with games on Saturday afternoons.

ÅWHS has 318 parking spaces adjacent to WHS Stadium.

Recommendation to Mitigate Traffic Concerns:Ensure that permits issued for usage of WHS 
Stadium be coordinated with WPD to ensure that a traffic plan is in place.
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Letter from Wellesley Police Chief
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Abutter Concerns: After Stadium lights, additional 
lights at Hunnewell Fields Complex in the future
Concern:

Å Some abutters are concerned that the addition of lights at WHS Stadium will 

eventually leads to other lights being installed at the Hunnewell Fields Complex. 

Comments relative to the Additional Lights Concern:

Å This Subcommittee is not recommending adding lights to other parts of the 

Hunnewell Fields Complex. 

Å Any plan to add lights to other parts of the Hunnewell Fields Complex in the 

future would be subject to the approval of NRC.
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Environmental Consideration: Light Spillage and Glare

Concerns:

ÅAbutters to the lights at Reidy, Hunnewell and the Tennis Courts have historically registered concern with the existing lights 

due to their spillage, glare, and impact on the night sky. 

ÅAnecdotally we heard reports that the existing lights are sometimes on at times that the fields do not appear to be in use. 

The Recreation Department today works closely with user groups to ensure that lights are only turned on when practices or 

games are scheduled.

Recommendations to Mitigate Light Spillage and Glare:

ÅReplace the existing halogen lights with energy efficient, environmentally friendly LED lights. This would reduce light 

spillage and glare by 50% or more. 

Å Install new energy efficient, environmentally friendly LED lights at WHS Stadium that have virtually zero spillage and glare 

and can be certified as Dark Sky-compliant.  

ÅContinue working with lighting consultant Bob Parks on the design of replacement and new lights to minimize spillage and 

glare.

Å Implement procedures to minimize inadvertent lighting when the fields are not in use. New lights will have remote 

management capabilities to make this easier. NOTE: Existing lights already have remote management capabilities.
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Lights Subcommittee
Recommendations 

and Expected Benefits
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Recommendations - Lights

Å Replace existing halogen lights at Reidy Field, Hunnewell Multipurpose Field, and 
Tennis Courts with energy efficient, environmentally friendly LED lights.

Å Install energy efficient, environmentally friendly LED lights at WHS Stadium.

ÅThe groups using Reidy Field, HunnewellMultipurpose Field, and WHS Stadium 
should pay the electrical costs of lighting the fields based on the time the fields are 
used by them.

ÅAll playing fields lights should be placed on Wellesley Municipal Light Plantõs 100% 
Renewable Energy Program, thereby eliminating the carbon emissions associated 
with lighting the playing fields.

ÅWhen the fields are used for practice or youth games, light level should be dimmed 
to a safe level for youth sports (generally to 30 ft candles) and the sound system 
should not be used
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Recommendations - Usage

Å Reserve lighted field capacity at WHS Stadium for use by WHS, WMS, 

Wellesley youth sports programs, and other Wellesley-based groups.

Å The lights should only be used with permit from the PFTF, and should 

follow the pattern in the Hunnewell Complex with normal play ending 

by 9:30 pm. 

Å The NRC, working with PFTF, should develop procedures to minimize 

the time the lights are on without being used.

Å The NRC should hold a hearing a year after the lights are installed to 

review usage and stakeholder (user groups and abutters) experience
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Recommendations - Scheduling

Å Generally (subject to WHS Athletic Department scheduling constraints), two 

night games per high school varsity team, with the exception of football

Å No more than 25 total WHS night games per year

Å When the Stadium Lights are not used by the Athletic Department, they 

should be available for use by Wellesley youth sports and Wellesley-based 

groups through permits issued by the Playing Fields Task Force
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Sample Installation ðWeston HS
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Sample WHS Stadium Use with Lights1
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Team Regular Season Playoffs Total Nights Use of Sound System %

Girls Varsity Field Hockey  Games 1 1 2 30 minute warm-up music 2%

Boys Varsity Football Games 4 2 6 Warm-up and game play-by-play 6%

Boys Varsity Soccer Games 1 1 2 30 minute warm-up music 2%

Girls Varsity Soccer Games 1 1 2 30 minute warm-up music 2%

Boys Varsity Lacrosse Games 1 1 2 30 minute warm-up music 2%

Girls Varsity Lacrosse Games 1 1 2 30 minute warm-up music 2%

Practices/Youth 65 20 85 No sound system use 84%

Total 74 27 101 100%

1 Based on WHS Athletic Department projections for the WHS Stadium schedule with lights. In November it is dark by 4 p.m. Soccer and field hockey games that start at 4 p.m. would 

played under the lights and are being counted as night games even though they would be finished before 6 p.m. 



Expected Environmental Benefits

Å Environmentally Friendly LED Lights : New LED lights can be Dark Sky 

Certified, dimmed, have reduced light spillage and glare, and can be controlled 

remotely from a smartphone, laptop or computer.

Å 50-80% reduction in energy usage for existing lights: Replacing existing lights 

with energy efficient, environmentally friendly LED lights will reduce the amount 

of energy used to light the fields by 50%-80%. 

Å Net Zero Carbon Emissions: WMLP has a 100% Renewable Energy Program. 

Choosing this option would eliminate the carbon emissions associated with lighting 

Wellesleyõs playing fields in favor of 100% renewable energy. This would help 

Wellesley meet its goal of reducing town-wide greenhouse gas emissions 25% 

below 2007 levels by the year 2020 and serve as an example to Wellesley residents 

and businesses to join the 100% Renewable Energy Program.
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Reduced Electrical Usage
ÅNew LED lights are 50% to 80% more efficient than the existing lights at Hunnewell 

Multipurpose, Reidy Field, and the tennis courts. 

ÅBecause of this increased efficiency and the ability to dim the new lights for practice 

conditions, we expect that even with the addition of lights at the Stadium, the total 

electricity consumed will be less than is currently used.

ÅIn order to ensure that there are no 

carbon emissions associated with lights, 

the Subcommittee recommends putting

all Hunnewell Complex lights on the 

WMLPõs 100% Renewable Energy

Program
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Playing Field
Existing kW 

Light Load

Proposed LED 

kW Light Load1

Percentage    

of Savings

Multipurpose 64.00 12.60-31.51 51%-80%

Tennis Courts 42.80 7.49-18.72 56%-83%

Reidy 28.15 7.83-19.57 30%-72%

WHS Stadium 0 23.34-58.36 -

Total 134.95 51.26-128.16 5%-62%

1 The kW light load has a range rather than a static number because the proposed LED lights have dimming capabilities that enable lower levels of illumination for practices than during games. 



Benefits of Increased Capacityin the Fall

In the Fall, lights at WHS Stadium would have the following benefits in 

terms of increased capacity: 

ÅNet increase in available playing time of 290 hours.

Å Increase in Monday-Friday after school playing time of 123%.

Å In November, the increase in after school playing time jumps to 

323%.

Å Lights would enable WHS to host playoff games without student 

athletes missing classes because they have to leave school early to 

play games before it gets dark. 
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Benefits of Increased Capacity in the Spring

In the spring, lights at WHS Stadium would have the following benefits in terms of 

increased capacity: 

Å Net increase in playing time of 152 hours.

Å Increase in Monday-Friday after school playing time of 40%.

Å Enable WHS lacrosse, softball, and baseball to hold their tryouts in WHS 

Stadium rather than at night in the WHS gym. 

Å Additional access to a turf field would reduce the need to cancel practices and 

reschedule games due to inclement weather. In the spring 2019, Wellesley youth 

soccer had to cancel and reschedule 131 games because of poor field conditions 

of grass fields due to inclement weather.
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Community and Educational Benefits

ÅAbility to hold night sporting events with easier attendance for families.

ÅReduced impact on student athletes missing classes due to early dismissal 

for home playoff games.

Å Improved traffic flow, particularly in the heavy post-school traffic period, 

with some games shifted from Sprague to WHS.

ÅSporting Events at night can help build a sense of community and combat 

social isolation.

ÅLights will create a safe place for residents to walk and run in the evening.
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Benefits for WHS, WMS and Youth Sports

Å WHS & WMS Sports Teams:Lights at WHS Stadium would create much 

needed field time for 24 WHS sports teams and six WMS sports to practice 

and host games in the Stadium: 8 soccer, 4 football, 5 field hockey, 6 

lacrosse, and 7 track and field teams. 

Å Youth Sports Under the Lights:Lights at the Stadium could enable youth 

sports teams to potentially play under the lights, similar to how Little League 

Baseball and Softball teams play one game under the lights at Reidy Field and 

Hunnewell Multipurpose Field.  

3311/9/2019



Approvals and Permitting

Å NRC: The land is owned by the Natural Resources Commission, which 
will determine the path forward.

Å Electrical Permits: Only permitting required would be electrical permits 
for the lights installation.

Å Funding

Å In terms of replacing existing lights, we are exploring the possibility of 
applying for Green Communities Grant funding, plus private, town, 
and CPC.

Å New LED lights at WHS Stadium would be funded through private 
donations by the Wellesley Field Fund.

Å Operating costs for the lighted fields would be funded by field users.
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Financial Analysis ðReplacement Lights
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Costs

Å Estimated costs of new LED lights on existing poles at Reidy Field, Hunnewell 

Multipurpose, and Tennis Courts:  

Å Reidy Field: $80,000-$90,000

Å Hunnewell Multipurpose: $125,000-$135,000

Å Tennis Courts: $85,000-90,000

Å Total: $290,000-$320,000

Å Total costs, including labor: $377,000-$407,000

Funding

Å Town, CPC, private, and possibly a Green Communities Grant



Financial Analysis ðWHS Stadium Lights
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Costs

Å Estimated costs of new LED lights and poles:   $305,000-$315,000 

Å Total costs, including labor: ~$400,000

Installation Funding ðto be privately raised

Å Funds already raised by the Wellesley Field Fund: ~$221,800

Å Additional fundraising needs: ~$180,000

Operating Costs

Å Field usage fees to be designed to pay for the cost of operating lights, 
same model as for Reidy, Hunnewell, and the tennis courts.



Process Timeline

ÅInitial Charge from PFTF ðMay 2019 

ÅInitial Meeting with Stadium Abutters ðJuly 2019

ÅDraft Review at Playing Fields Task Force ðSeptember 13, 2019

ÅSecond Meeting with Stadium Abutters ðOctober 1, 2019

ÅPFTF Review and Discussion of Sound Policy ðOctober 11, 2019

ÅThird Meeting with Stadium Abutters ðOctober 21, 2019

ÅLights Subcommittee Report Review ðOctober 25, 2019

ÅNext Steps

ÅPFTF Report Review ðNovember 8, 2019

ÅNRC Report Review and Public Meeting - TBD
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Background Details and
Key Historical Findings (1969-2019)
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Highest Participation and 
Winningest Sports Program in MA

ÅWellesleyõs residents believe that youth sports play an 
important role in the life of the town and in the growth 
and development of our students. 

ÅAccording to MIAA, Wellesley has had the highest 
participation of any sports program in Massachusetts 
five of the last six years. 

ÅWellesley has won the Boston Globe Award for the 
highest winning percentage of any sports program in 
Massachusetts four of the last six years and came in 
second the other two years.
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3,700% Growth in the Number of Teams

Å In 1969, Wellesleyhad 14 youth and high school sports teamsthat

playedon rectangularplayingfields(8 in the fall, 6 in the spring). The

sportsthat playon rectangularfieldsaresoccer,football, field hockey,

andlacrosse.

Å In 2019, Wellesleyhas523youth andhigh schoolsportsteamsthat

playedon rectangularplayingfields(253in thefall,270in thespring).

Å In the lastfive years,Wellesleyhasexperienceda 26% increasein the

numberof teamsthat playon rectangularfieldsandthe youthsports

clubsanticipatesimilargrowthfor theforeseeablefuture.
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No Growth in the Number 

of Rectangular Playing Fields
Å In thelast50years,Wellesleyhasnot addedanyrectangularplayingfieldsto

accommodatethemorethan3,700% growthin thenumberof sportsteams

that playon rectangularfields(soccer,football,field hockey,andlacrosse).

In 1969, there were15 rectangularfields availablein the fall and 12 in

spring,theexactsameastherearetoday.

Å TheUnitedStatesSoccerFederation,recommendsbetween20-24 fieldsto

accommodateWellesleyõs253teamsin thefall and270in thespring.

Å Wellesleyis 8-12 fieldsshort of what is recommended. A combinationof

artificialturf andlightswouldreducethe numberof fieldsWellesleyneeds

to addin orderto supportits sportsteams.
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Å In the last 50 years, Wellesley has not added any rectangular 

playing fields to accommodate the more than 3,700% growth 

in the number of sports teams that play on rectangular fields 

(14 team in 1969, 523 team in 2019). 

Å In 1969, there were 15 rectangular fields available in the fall 

and 12 in spring, the exact same as there are today. 

Å The United States Soccer Federation, recommends between 

20-24 fields to accommodate Wellesleyõs 253 teams in the 

fall and 270 in the spring.

Å Wellesley is 8-12 fields short of what is recommended, not 

accounting for future growth. 

Å A combination of artificial turf and lights would reduce the 

number of fields Wellesley needs to add in order to support 

its sports teams.

Field Owner Field Type Surface Lights Availability

WHS Stadium NRC Rectangular Turf No Fall & Spring

Sprague Field 2 SC Rectangular Turf No Fall & Spring

Sprague Field 3 SC Rectangular Turf No Fall & Spring

Upham Lower Field SC Rectangular Grass No Fall & Spring

Hunnewell Park Field (3) NRC Rectangular Grass No Fall & Spring

Perrin Park NRC Rectangular Grass No Fall & Spring

Hardy Field 2 SC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Schofield School Field SC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Sprague Field 1 SC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Sprague Field 4 SC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Hunnewell Park Fields (1) NRC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Hunnewell Park Fields (2) NRC Multipurpose Grass No Fall & Spring

Kelly Field 1 (Bates School) NRC Multipurpose Grass No Fall Only

Kelly Field 2 (Bates School) NRC Multipurpose Grass No Fall Only

Hunnewell Multipurpose NRC Multipurpose Grass Yes Fall Only

No New Rectangular Fields in Over 50 Years
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50 Years of Growth of Youth Sports
Overthelast50years,therehavebeenfour nationwidechangesthathaveleadto dramaticincreasesin

thelevelof participationin youthandhighschoolsportsin Wellesleyandacrossthecountry:

Å IncreasedParticipation at Younger Ages and All Skill Levels: Startingin the late1960s and

continueto today,therehasbeena dramaticincreasein the numberof childrenplayingyouth

sports,with theopportunityto participateavailableto allageandskill levels(K-12).

ÅTitle IX : In 1972, CongresspassedTitle IX, a federalcivil rights law that requireseducational

institutionsthat receivefederalfunding to provideequalopportunitiesto participatein sports,

regardlessof gender. Title IX hasbeena publicpolicytriumphthat hasledto exponentialgrowth

in thenumberof girlsparticipatingin youthandhighschoolsports.

ÅMeteoric Growth of Soccer: Soccerhasled the wayin termsof the growthof youthsports. In

1967therewereonly100,000peopleplayingsoccerin theU.S. Todayover24.4 million Americans

playsoccerandapproximatelyhalfof themaregirlsandwomen.

ÅExplosion in Popularity of Lacrosse: Lacrosseis the fastestgrowingsport in theU.S. andsince

its foundingin 1993, WellesleyYouthLacrossehasgrownto almost1,000Wellesleyyouthplaying

in 2019.
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Å TheWellesleyboysfacedFraminghamin theBAYS

Championshipson ahot JunedayatSpragueFields.

Thegamewastied0-0 at theendof regulationand

went into quadrupleovertimeuntil Rick Copland

scoredthe winning goal for Wellesleyon a cross

from DavidHimmelberger.

Å WellesleybeingcrownedBAYS championsin the

league'sinauguralseasonwasanauspiciousstartfor

a soccerprogramthat hasgrownto be the largest

andwinningestprogramin Massachusetts.

Wellesley United Soccer Club 

BAYS Champions, Spring 1969

1969: Birth of Wellesley Youth Soccer

Å In thespringof 1969, BostonAreaYouthSoccer(BAYS)wascreatedfor boys.

Å That sameyear,WellesleyUnitedSoccerClub (WUSC)wascreatedanda single

teamof 9th gradeboysjoinedthenewlyformerBAYSleague.

4411/9/2019


